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obtained by the chemist. So, it may be, this un-
known something on which life depends acts on
matter, without any interference with the laws which
belong to it as such, with the result of bringing
about the growth, and so forth, of the living thing.

Whether we shall ever be able to get through
scientific observation some insight into that mysteri-
ous something on which life depends, and more
especially whether we shall ever be able to arrive
in this manner at some explanation of the relation of
the bodily organism to thought, may well be doubted.
As regards the latter, which is what chiefly belongs
to our subject, if any progress is to be made, it would
seem most likely to be effected through a careful
study, both physiologically and psychically, of ab-
normal conditions, such as those of dreams, of
somnambulism, of the mesmeric state, of double
consciousness, of delirium and insanity. But if we
lay down as an axiom the truth of the purely
materialistic hypothesis, according to which a living
thing is simply an elaborate machine, acting by
virtue of its construction through the laws which
regulate the action of dead matter, and not requiring
anything more, it may be that we shall thereby bar
out all possibility of advancement, just as we should
do with regard to the phenomena of diffraction by
refusing to entertain the idea of an ether.

I said at the outset that the views I had to put